Fall 2015

The Most Wonder-Filled time of the Year
“I have been reading an inspiring book of Advent devotions by Pastor Darryl Johnson this month, and it has
helped remind me of some lovely thoughts about these first two chapters of Luke. God’s choice of Mary, first of
all; someone that otherwise might have seemed a nobody, was chosen by God to be the mother of our
Lord. “Hail Mary, full of grace”, or as our NIV reads, “ Greetings, you who are highly favored. The Lord is with

you.” She really is a remarkable person, and in this story, the second most important person, after the baby Jesus. Her humility and trusting obedience to news that surely seemed impossible (“ I am a virgin”) and sure to
cause her lots of grief, are so lovely, and are surely intended as an example for us. There is no one else who can
be called the mother of our Lord, but just as she carried his life in her for those nine months, and then served him
all her life, we too, through faith in her Son, can have that same life in us, and that same opportunity to serve as
she did – may we serve humbly and joyfully as she did. We too can be ‘highly favored’ and the Lord has promised to be with us too, forever.
Then her hymn of praise, the Magnificat’, is remarkable too. Mary sees that this is the work of the Mighty One,
who does great things. She sees a revolution coming…

“He has performed mighty deeds with his arm
He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones, but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things, but has sent the rich away empty. “ (Luke 1:51-53)
Have you ever seen these words in a Hallmark Christmas card?
ment!

This is a revolution announce-

And all of these are in the past tense, even thought Jesus is not yet born, because once God begins

something, it is as good as done.
God’s choice of HER, his showing favor to HER, is a clue to what God is up to in this. The key word here
is ‘HE’. God is going to turn everything upside-down, and Joy Fellowship is a wonderful example of that revolution I think. “He has lifted up the humble.” “He shows mercy to those who fear him”. “He has filled the hungry

with good things.”
Is it possible that we can understand these verses better than most people in most churches, where sometimes
still, the values of the world are dominant. The first shall be last and the last shall be first , are precious promises
to us, because they suggest that many of our friends are going to be highly exalted when we enter eternity. That
is certainly good news of great joy!

Merry Christmas to all who through
faith in Jesus Christ enjoy the
Lord’s favor. God is with
you. May He bless you richly this
Christmas!

.

CAMP SQUAMISH
Fall 2015

Our theme at Camp Squamish this year, taken from Luke 14:15-24,
was the Parable of the Great Banquet, and while we didn’t have turkey
for supper this year, our meals were great as always. We’ve been
working through the book of Luke this year, and this particular parable
has great resonance with us, or course, knowing that we too are invited, and welcome at the table of the Lord. The weather was great, and
some new leaders stepped up to the plate to help with skit development as we were missing some of our key people. We have decided
that Camp Sunrise, lovely though it is, is a bit too risky a destination for
us, especially the ferry trip, so next year, both our Spring and Fall
camps will be at Squamish, and for the fall camp we hope to have
some young people from Mt. Carmel Bible College in Edmonton, join
us as helpers. - David Jr. Hayward

TRINITY BIBLE STUDY
Rick and Melanie have taken on the leadership of the Trinity Bible
Study group, with help from Wayne Deacon and Robert Yu. We have
shifted a few people from the Kerr Street group into this one, to make it
a bit bigger, and it is going well. Amy Hogben not long ago, brought
Francis, a friend from her complex, and Frances is enjoying it so much,
she is bringing her boyfriend, Dwayne!

Christine Anglin made a lovely comment to a visitor

one Sunday this year. “They love you here even before

they know you.” she said, and as you can imagine that
made a huge impression on the visitor.

CAREY HALL
We were invited to join a seminar on ‘Inclusive Worship’ at Carey Hall on Saturday this fall, and were
asked to lead the worship at the beginning of the day. Some of our Sign Language Choir, as well as
Nick and Eunice, Robert and Christina, came out and we had a wonderful morning there. Among the
students in attendance was Peter, a young man from China who came to me very excited at the coffee
break. He had been present in February when we led a similar seminar and had a wonderful story to
share. He had taken a video of our Sign Language Choir on his phone, and when he was back in China recently, had shared it with several church groups and with his friends and family. And people were
deeply challenged. A small outreach has been started there as a result, and we may have the joy of
meeting the young woman who is leading that effort next spring! Praise God. That is what we were
praying for. May the Lord help this young plant to grow strong and bloom brightly! - Dave Jr. Hayward

Richmond Centre for Disabilities

Robert Yu arranged for us to join a fundraising concert for the Richmond Centre for Disabilities, that
some of our folks, including Robert and Nana and Gabrielle have been part of. Again we took our Sign
Language Choir, Robert and Christina, Nick and Eunice, Cindy and Gabrielle, as vocalist, and we sang
Jesus Loves me, You are my Strength When I Am Weak, and If I Were a Butterfly. Our team were very
well received and some of the audience sang along with us. We were the only ones singing about Jesus. All the other performers I think were participants in their program. An Honor for us.

Walk the Wall for ICC

We took a team to Walk the Wall for ICC again, as we have every year since the event began, and had
a great day. David Gotts, the director thinks highly of us, and asked me to begin the March with a prayer. We support two young people in China through ICC with our Cans and Bottles ‘recycling collection’,
and as of the end of November we have raised $2,,166.75.
We have also raised about $1,000 through our Pennies for Heaven collection this year, which was sent
to support a ministry in India called Bethania, that cares for children with disabilities and to support the
work of the MCC with Syrian refugees in Lebanon.

Upcoming Events
December 20th: Christmas service 10:00 am
Joy Fellowship
3036 East Georgia Street
Vancouver, BC

Phone: 604-251-6403
E-mail: dh6403@telus.net

Jan.10 – Sunday service – John Gurnett arrives!
Jan.12, 13, 14 - Bible Studies resume
Jan.17 – Sunday service – leadership meeting
Jan.27 – Fleasha Vaughn, visiting us from USA
Jan. 29 - 31 – Missionsfest conference
Feb.13 - Worship Seminar at Carey all day
Feb.17 – Seminar at Columbia Bible College 6:00 PM
Mar.18 – Joy Fellowship AGM

Joy Fellowship Financial Update
We had our World Market on Nov.28, and were

As November 30, 2015 (11 months)

able to raise $5,000. There was a great spirit at
the event, and we even had some Christmas car-

Total Income

$146,367.17

ols played by a bagpipe, thanks to Sarah Carver,

Total Expenses

$169,437.75

Operating Deficit

($23,070.58)

who also played at our 40th Anniversary service
last November

Your Joy Fellowship Board is thankful to the Lord for His
many blessings including your faithful support. Please keep
the Joy Fellowship needs & ministry in your prayers, so it
accomplishes the Lord’s will.
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We wish to thank Roberta, James and
Janice for their faithful work on the newsletter for all the work they have done over all
the years, they have stepped back from this

Poon, David Jr. Hayward

role. We are in search of someone to take

Mailing - Roberta and Janice Bavis,

this project on, please let Dave Jr. know if

Lezlee Bachand

you are interested in helping out.

